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Daily Behavioral Expressions of Pre-rescue Pangolins
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Abstract As a habit-specialized animal, pangolins are extremely sensitive to external stimuli. After long
distance transportation or confinement, the new rescue individuals are prone to severe stress reaction leading to
animal food refusal or death. In order to understand the behavioral characteristics of pre-rescue pangolins and
improve their rescue survival rate, the target animal sampling method was used to observe and record the behaviors
of Manis pentadactyla and M. javanica in their early rescue period. A total of 11 636 effective observation minutes
was obtained. Further analysis showed that the frequency and time of rest behavior of pangolins were the highest,
which were 8.25 times /d and 66.70%, respectively. The highest frequency and time share of walking among the
active behaviors were 3.81 times/d and 26.01%, respectively; Due to the limitation of environmental space and
anthropogenic factors, the diversity of pangolin behaviors decreased, with only 2.45%, 1.86% and 0.99% of sniffing,
digging, and standing behaviors. The environment should be enriched to simulate the environment of living in the
wild, thus increasing the diversity of their behavior and reducing the occurrence of stereotypical behavior.
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Fig.1 Top view of the cage environment of pangolins
during the rescue period
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Table 1 Information form of rescue pangolin
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Fig.2 The average frequency of each behavior of different pangolins per day
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Table 2 The total time of each behavior of pre-rescue pangolins
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Fig.3 The average daily frequency and duration of each behavior of pangolin
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