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Abstract Research on wetland ecological compensation is of great significance for regulating the
contradiction between wetland protection and development and promoting wetland protection. In order to better
understand the research progress in this field, China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) and Science
Citation Index Expanded database of Web of Science from 2002 to 2019 were used as data sources. With the
theme of “wetland ecological compensation” , the selected Chinese and English literatures were analyzed
by HistCite, STAI and Excel. The results were visualized by Ucinet and NetDraw. The status quo, research
capacity and research direction of wetland ecological compensation in China were systematically sorted out by
bibliometric. On this basis, the research progress of the important theme of wetland ecological compensation
is deeply analyzed. Combined with the current situation of wetland ecological compensation practice in some
provinces and cities in China, the corresponding solutions are proposed to provide reference basis for the
improvement of China’s wetland ecological compensation mechanism.
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Fig.1 The number of papers on wetland ecological compensation in China during the period of 2002—2019
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Table 1 Top 10 institutions of publishing articles on wetland ecological compensation in China
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Table 2 Top 10 journals of wetland ecological compensation research in China
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Table 3 High-yielding authors in the field of wetland ecological compensation in China
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Table 4 Top 10 highly cited papers on wetland ecological compensation in China
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Fig. 2 Subject areas of wetland ecological compensation in China
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