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The Resaarch Progressand the Sign if icance
of Canopy Structure n Forest Ecology

QiuJianlid UL i Yide U U Chen D exiang UJ Ll L uo Tushou
(Research hstitute of Tropical Forestry, CAF, Guangziou, 510520)

Abgractl] Light conditions are very important determinant of forest understory vegetation pattem Forest
canopy structure is the main photosynthetic layer and determined light statusof the undersory. It isa conenausin
forest ecology that underdoty light playsa praninent ole in the growth of the plant and affected the succession of
the forest ommunity. Intemational scientists considered it is necessary to develop and co-operate the plan of the
canopy study in theworld The importance of the canopy study has attracted ecologist’s high attention This pger
tries b expatiate on the study of the correlation of the canopy structure, undersory licht, undersbry floristic compo-
sition and @il envimmmentwhich have been made in this field, and smply introduces the latest study methods on
canopy, with the aim of providing infomation for same resarch

Key wordsLl forest cangpy structure, Leaf Area Index, D iffuse Non-interceptance, M ean Tilt Angle, un-
dergrowvth, SOC
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